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i. e. uncoooked food, since cooked food at the hands of persons
belonging to castes other than his own is iorbidden to a
Brahmin. Offering pine?as at noon to the ancestors is how-
ever common to all. The pindas or vadfii as the offering is
called by the Kunbi is placed on the roof of the house, so that
crows might eat it. It is a common Hindu belief that the
ancestors visit their house in the form of crows.
During night, Brahmins used to have mantrajcr gars
chanting of Vedic hymns on this occasion. Well-to-do
persons belonging to agricultural classes invite their caste
people for a dance. For hill-tribes like the Malhar Kolis
Warlis, Thakurs and the Katkaris dancing is essential on this
day, in order to do homage to their ancestors.
Mahalawm is worshipped on the eighth day of the
bright half of Ash win. The rite is treated as important by
the Chitpavans, Married women have to worship Mahalaxml
for five years. In the families, who have Mahalaxml as
their family-goddess, the idol of Slahalaxmi cannot be
brought for reasons analogous to those stated in connection
with the worship of Ganpati. Yet women from such families
have to worship the goddess for five years. It is however,
curious that in certain families the worship is tabooed.
As a rale, the MaJulaxtm is   worshipped   only   at   some
one house   in   a  village.    In  addition   to   the   requisites  of
worship,   women carry with   them rice   and pulse   for  their
meals. Each woman must also carry with   her the  flour  of a
seer and a quarter of rice which  is  cooked  and   turned   into
sixteen small receptacles   for holding    ghee,and    capable   of
serving as lamps.    There is another fairly big-sized receptacle
which is actually filled with ghee and is lighted at   the   time
of meals.    This is to be eaten by   the worshipper after   it is
naturally extinguished but before she has finished  her meals.
She is also expected to   consume  all the   small  receptacles.
If it is   not possible,  she  takes   them   home   and distributes
them amongst children or feeds  them to a cow.    In no   case
are they to be given to anyone  else.    Each woman worships
in the noon as many pebbles as the number of ye^rs she has
completed from the time of her marriage.    She   also   fastens
round her wrist a silk thread with as many knots.